Dear (insert name of Legislator)
SUBJECT:  Sales/Use Tax Reform for Aircraft

In the current State Statute 212.08 there exists language that is keeping tourist and business dollars from coming to Florida. 

Like most states, Florida imposes either a sales or use tax on aircraft transactions. Florida imposes the sales tax when an aircraft is purchased or leased in Florida, unless there is a specific exemption. Florida’s use tax is imposed when the aircraft is purchased in another state and brought into Florida within six month of the date of purchase, and either no sales tax was paid, or the sales tax paid elsewhere was less than Florida’s sales tax – the Florida use tax is imposed on the difference. The use tax was enacted many years ago by states so in-state businesses would not lose sales to out-of-state businesses. 

To encourage out-of-state purchasers to purchase their aircraft from a registered dealer in Florida, the Legislature created an exemption where no tax is due on the sale of the aircraft if the purchaser removes it from the state within 10 days of the date of purchase or within 20 days after the completion of any repairs or alterations. 

On the surface, this sounds equitable. But, it is now evident, that Florida is losing tourist and aviation business income because of the 6 month rule. Should an aircraft owner who purchased an aircraft in another state that has no aircraft sales tax or a rate lower than the 6% in Florida not be allowed in Florida? Logic says no. Aircraft owners visit Florida to enjoy all the tourist attractions, and events that Florida has to offer. They spend their money at our hotels, resorts, theme parks etc. Now they aren’t coming with an aircraft within the first six months of purchase because they are being unfairly asked to pay a use tax. Much needed tourist dollars and aviation business dollars are being lost and we might never be recovered.  

Many high performance aircraft require specific training for safety and to qualify for insurance. There are many flight training facilities in Florida that offer this training but owners fear being held liable for the use tax when all they want to do is gain competent training in the aircraft they purchased. This has become a national issue and pilots are warned not to come to Florida. We do not need this negative publicity.

There are two bills before the legislature that will remedy this situation. Representative Poppell’s Bill 1379 and Senator Wise’s bill 2856. We are asking for your support. The General Aviation industry in Florida has total economic activity of $2.3 billion. This industry is relying on you for your support. 
The Florida Aviation Trades Association (FATA) is leading the effort to have a reform to this statute passed during this Legislative Session. Please contact the FATA office, (321)383-9662 or info@fata.aero  or me if you need more information. 

Sincerely,

(Your Name)

