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NAVA

National Air Transportation Association

--REVISED--

CONTACT THE NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION
ASSOCIATION TO REQUEST EXTENSION ON NEW
FOAM FIRE SUPPRESSION SYSTEM
REQUIREMENT!

January 22, 2009

What's at Issue

The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), whidbvelops building fire codes
including requirements for aircraft hangars, receptposed new technical changes that will
affect aircraft hangar owners.

Background

The NFPA is widely recognized as the authority for the agreént and implementation of
fire building codes. For the general aviation industry, NFPA 409iges fire codes for all
aircraft hangars in most jurisdictions throughout the UnitedeS. Specifically, general
aviation entities adhere to fire code requirementsSimup Il hangars (hangars that are over
12,000 square feet with hangar doors 28 feet high or lesSraog 11l hangars (hangars that
are less than 12,000 square feet) under NFPA 409.

To review NFPA 409, please click here.

Why It's Important

NFPA 409 currently mandates that aircraft hangar ownesporate foam fire suppression
systems requiring an enormous amount of water and thé&bam and water be collected in a
cistern or other safe containment device. These twoiresgents already place a huge
financial burden on aircraft owners, equaling the cost ofatrmaft hangar itself by some

estimates. New technical changes to this mandate make tégsirements even more
onerous to small businesses that have aircraft hanghespéhding March 6, 2009 comment
period deadline to address these technical changes limitsmibent of time the general

aviation industry has to review, prepare and submit itserms.

What to Do

Contact the NFPA today utilizing the association’s forrieterequesting a six-month
extension to the March 6, 2009 comment period deadline. Thelétten also requests that
the NFPA convene a group of general aviation aircraft hangaersvand their professional
organizations to review and develop a new code appropriatér timaustry, accounting for
implementation cost and benefit.

Click here to download the association’s form letter.

MORE...


http://www.nata.aero/data/files/g+&+i+affairs/airport_misc/409-f2009-rop.pdf
http://www.nata.aero/data/files/g+&+i+affairs/airport_misc/nfpaformltr0109revised.docx

NATA Position

The NFPA 409 code is incredibly complicated according to réxp&nd is interpreted differently
throughout the country. Aircraft hangar owners, mosivbbm operate small businesses, continue to
find this requirement’s cost impractical and not justigablThe new technical changes will only add
additional cost for small businesses. The NFPA must cangidempact this requirement will have on
small businesses and convene a special group of generalra@gtiaft hangar owners to review and
develop a new code appropriate to our industry.

Status

Contact the NFPA today to ask for an extension to the IM&re2009 comment deadline and request that
the general aviation community have a seat at the taheidevelopment of a new code appropriately
scaled to the aircraft hangars used in the general@viadustry.
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